58        JAINISM, CHRISTIANITY. ZCROASTRIANISM
southern India, the most notable feature of which
is the pillar,
Equally great has been the contribution of
Jains to literature. At first they produced their
books in Ardha-Magadhi, the language spoken
by Mahavira. Then they wrote Jain Maharashtri
a language similar to Marathi. Later on they
produced books on grammar, dictionaries, moral
tales, and books on philosophy in Sanskrit. Their
richest contribution was, however, to the litera-
ture of South India. One of the earliest books of
poems in Tamil is by a Jain monk. The Kurral
of Tiruvalluvar is a Tamil classic and is read
everywhere in South India. A Jain lady, Awai-
yar, was a well-known Tamil poetess, and her
sayings are quoted even to this day. It is also
believed that Telugu literature and classical Ka-
narese literature owe much to Jain writers.
The most notable Jain writer is Hemachandra
who was a versatile man of letters and left behind
two dictionaries, a book of grammar, poems, and
a handbook of science. Even to-day there are
Jain writers in Gujrati and other languages.
It is not so easy to trace the influence of Chris-
tianity on Indian culture, though much has been
written about Christ and his faith. About two
thousand years ago there was born, in the village
of Nazareth, a child who was given the name
of Jesus, In his youth he followed the calling
of his father, who was a carpenter. He was not